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Table 1 – UK new car registrations

	
	Volume
	% change

	August
	77,649
	-0.4

	Last 3 months
	476,789
	2.4

	Year-to-date
	1,521,225
	2.2

	12MMAT
	2,378,192
	0.2

	
	
	

	Average '99-'05
	2,432,528
	1.3

	2006
	2,344,864
	-3.9

	2007F
	2,355,000
	0.4

	2008F
	2,345,000
	-0.4


MMAT – monthly moving annual total
Chart 1 – UK new car registrations (12M rolling)
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Table 2 – Registrations by sales type

	
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	Aug '07
	
	
	

	Volume
	31,047
	42,954
	3,648

	% change
	-4.9
	3.5
	-4.2

	Share
	40.0
	55.3
	4.7

	
	
	
	

	Y  YTD '07
	
	
	

	Volume
	666,257
	754,968
	100,000

	% change
	0.8
	3.2
	5.3

	Share
	43.8
	49.6
	6.6


Demand flat in low volume August market
· August typically accounts for just 3.3 per cent of annual registrations and on average has been the smallest volume month since the twice yearly prefix was introduced in 1999. However, in 2006 and now in 2007, it has just edged above the February volumes.
· Registrations in August 2007 were down 0.4 per cent or 312 units on the previous year, but in line with our expectations for the month. Over the first eight months of 2007 the volume was up by 33,328 units.
Market remains on track to grow in 2007
· With the market up over the year-to-date and volumes in August on par with the SMMT forecast, the market remains on track to achieve our 2.355mn unit full year estimate.
· Registrations in September will be key to the full year performance, as the month typically accounts for over 17 per cent of the annual total. The volume for next month is expected to be just below last year's level at 405,000 units for the new '57' plate.
· The new market remains highly competitive and enticing deals are on offer. It remains to be seen how consumers react to those, given general concerns over consumer spending.
Private market backs off, as expected
· As expected, private registrations backed off in August. Private buyers tend to wait for the September new number plate prefix and this year is no exception. Even so, this August's figure was in line with forecasts.

· Fleet/business demand showed a collective 2.8 per cent rise in August and was up 3.4 per cent over the first eight months of 2007.
Table 3 – Top 10 best sellers

	Aug 2007
	
	Year-to-date 2007

	4,629
	Astra
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	1
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	Focus
	87,423

	3,696
	Focus
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	2
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	Astra
	73,748

	3,134
	Corsa
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	3
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	Fiesta
	65,302

	2,483
	3 Series
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	4
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	Corsa
	61,341

	2,310
	Fiesta
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	5
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	Golf
	43,575

	2,302
	Golf
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	6
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	207
	42,025

	2,221
	207
	[image: image14.wmf]
	7
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	Mégane
	36,448

	2,008
	Zafira
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	8
	[image: image17.wmf]
	3 Series
	35,176

	1,945
	C4
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	9
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	Clio
	34,838

	1,761
	Mégane
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	10
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	Vectra
	33,220


Table 4 – Diesel registrations
	
	Volume
	% ch
	Mkt share

	Aug
	32,116
	5.9
	41.4

	Last 3 months
	190,377
	5.1
	39.9

	Year-to-date
	595,033
	6.5
	39.1

	12MMAT
	934,958
	2.7
	39.3

	
	
	
	

	Ave '99-'05
	584,884
	16.0
	23.7

	2006
	898,521
	0.1
	38.3

	2007F
	935,000
	4.1
	39.7

	2008F
	945,000
	1.1
	40.3


MMAT – monthly moving annual total
Chart 2 – Headline and new car inflation
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Astra top as Vauxhall make it three in a row
· The Astra topped the best sellers list for the second consecutive month, helping Vauxhall to remain the top selling manufacturer for each of the past three months. The Ford Focus continues to be the UK's top selling model over the year-to-date. Both Ford and Vauxhall have shown net growth in volumes so far this year.
· Supermini volumes dipped in August, but overall remain positive for the year-to-date, up 4.5 per cent.
Diesel demand continues to improve
· Diesel-powered car registrations rose for a sixth successive time in August. Their market share moved up to 41.4 per cent, the highest rate of the year, and well above the 38.9 per cent share taken a year ago. Desire for fuel efficiency and low CO2 emissions are increasingly becoming key issues for drivers.
· The Ford Focus remains the best selling diesel model in 2007, although the VW Passat was number one in August.
Economic analysis
· In July, the headline inflation level slipped below its two per cent target rate for the first time since March 2006. The move allowed the Bank of England to keep the base rate at 5.75 per cent. However, rates have risen five times in the past year and will have squeezed spending on discretionary items, such as new cars. 
· New car inflation has averaged around 1.5 per cent since the start of the year - well below headline inflation – meaning cars have become relatively cheaper. It also indicates a competitive marketplace, but this combined with rising production costs, will mean that manufacturers' profits will be constrained.
















































































































Media Contacts

John Procter
020 7344 9263
jprocter@smmt.co.uk
August 2007
The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed. Providing SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.

September 2007 new car registration figures will be released at 11:30am on 4 October 2007.
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